Elactors’ rights under the Public Audit 'Wales) Act 2004

The basic position

By law anvy inderestod person has the right 10 insped the counclls accounts. If you ane antiad and
registenad o vols in local council slections then you (or your rephessntative) also have the right bo ask
the Auditor General questions about them, or challenges an ibem of acoount contained within theem.

The right to inepect the sccounts
When a local govesnmant body has finalised its accounts for the previous financial year il mus! advertise
[hat they Bre available for peapho to look at. Having given reasonable nolce of your intantions, you then
have 20 working days o look through the accounts and supparting documents. You will be able o make
copies of the accounts and most of the relevant documents from the body. ou will probabily have to pay
& copying charge.

Tha right to ask the suditer guestiona about the sccounts

You cn only S the Auditer General quasiions about the accounts. The Audilor General does nof have
to angwer quastions about the body’s policses, finances, procedures of anything else nol related o the
scoouris. Your question must be aboul The accounts that ane subjedt to audit. The Auditor General does
nod have i say whether ha thinks somaething the council has done, or an e in B8 sobounts, is knwh of
reasonabie,

Tha right to object to the accounts

I you think that the body has spent money thal they shouldn't have, or that semecns has caused a loss
to tha body deliberatety or by bahaving irmesponsibly, you can object io the Auditor General by sending a
formal ‘noice of objection’, which must be In writing ix the address below. You must tell the Auditor
Ganera why you &na cbjecting. Tha Auditor Genaral must nach a decision on your objection. If you ar
ol happy with that decision, you can appaal 1o the courts.

You may aiso objsct B you think that there & scmathing in the accounts thal the Auditor General should
discuss with the council or tell the public about in & "public imenest repart’. Again, you mist ghes your
reasons in writing fo the Audiior General al the address balow. In this case, the Auditor General must
degide whather to take any acton. The Audilor Geneval will ncrmally, but does nol have fo, give reasons
for thair decision and you cannol appeal to the courts. Yiou may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a
persanal complaint or claim against the body.

H you wizh to make a persanal complaint or claim, you should taks these complaints o your ocal
Citkrans’ Advica Bureay, local Lew Contre of your solicitor. You may aiso be able fo comgpilain (o the
Public Sarvices Ombudsman for Wales i you belsve that a Membar of the body has broken the Code of
Gonduct for Membaers. The Ombudsman can ba contacted ai: 1 O Field Rd, Pencoed, Bridgend CF35
5L, {1 Flordd yr Hon Gae, Pencoed, CF35 5LJ) (tel: {01655) 641 150).

What else you can do

Insiead of objecting, you can give the Auditor Ganeral information that is relevant o their responsibiities.
For exampe, you can simply tell the Audilor Genenal i you think that something is wrong with the
sccounts or abaul waste and inefficlency in the way the council runs its sendces. You do nod have to
foliow any sl time limés or procedures. The Auditor General does not have io give you a defailed repan
af their investigation into th issues you have raised, but they will usually tell you the genedsl aulcoims.

A final word

Local gowernmant bodies, and 50 local taxpayers, must meet the costs of dealing with questions and
pbjections. When the Auditor General decides whether o take your objection further, one of a sees of
nciors Ty musi take into accounl includes the costs that will bo invobved. They will only continue with
tha chjection if # in the public interest o do so. If you appeal io the courts, you might have to pay for the
nction yoursalf.

H you wish fo contact the Acditar General pleass write toc Grant Thomibon UK LLP, 11-13 Penhdl Rioad,
Cardiff, CF11 SUP.
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